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(00:15) 

CD: Thank you, Wallace, for coming out today and sitting down for us 
to talk. If we could just start, we’re to transcribe everything today so, 
just so we can get your name correct and spelled correctly for, heh, 
these archives. So if you could say your name and spell it for the 
microphone that’d be great. 


WF: Wallace Ray Freer. W-A-L-L-A-C-E R-A-Y F-R-E-E-R 
(00:45) 

CD: Thank you very much. If we could just start by introducing 
yourself and telling us where you’re from. 


WEF: I live in Gilbert, Arizona. I don’t know what kind of an 
introduction... 


CD: Just a name and where you’re originally from. 

(01:12) 

WE: I was born in early Idaho. My family moved to southern California 
when I was six years old, so most of my life has been in California, 
except for the navy time. 


CD: Could you tell us why (crew adjusts until M52) Could you tell 
us the story of when you enlisted; why you did it; when you did it; how 
old you were? 


(03:04) 
CD: So tell us about when you went down to enlist, where you signed 
up... 


WE: In down town Los Angeles. I went to boot camp in San Diego. And 
I...when I got out of boot camp I was assigned to the Nevada. So... 


CD: What was your role on the Nevada? What were you? 


WE: Well I went aboard in the deck force, but I transferred to supply; 
I was a store keeper. And my highest rank was chief store keeper. 
And... 

(04:00) 

CD: What did you...did you want to be on a battleship? Did you seek 
that out? 


WE: No, I didn’t.... I was assigned to the Nevada and I didn’t know 
what size ship...I didn’t know anything about the navy as far as that 
goes. Except they...as long as their floating you’ve got a place to sleep 
and food. 


CD: Could you tell us a little about what life onboard ship was like? 
(mic problems until 05:30) Could you describe what life aboard 
ship was like? 


WE: Oh it was...I enjoyed the time I was in the navy. I transferred to 
supply. I found out they got three out of four liberties, and they got no 
(revely?) in the store keepers quarters. So, anyway, I enjoyed the time 
I was in the navy. Of course it takes some getting used to. And after I 
made chief, that’s much better. Better quarters, everything is better. 
But... 

(06:50) 

CD: When you heard that...you got orders to go to Hawaii. Could you 
tell us about how you got to Hawaii, what happened... 


WEF: Oh sure. Well every spring they had some kind of maneuvers; a 
spring cruise they called it. Well in 1939 we went on a spring cruise 
we didn’t return, we just stayed out in the islands. That’s how we 
were there. And my four year enlistment was up, but you couldn’t get 
out; the ship didn’t come back to the states anyway. So...that’s it. 
(07:45) 

CD: What did you think...had you ever been to Hawaii before the boat 
went? 


WE: Oh yeah. 


CD: Okay. Were you excited to be going there? What did you know 
about Hawaii before you got there? 


WE: Nothing, except what you see in pictures. It was nice. I don’t 
know what to (say)... 

(08:33) 

CD: Could you describe a little about what life was like on Hawaii 
prior to December 7? 


WF: Well it...of course when we...aboard ship we, we had a nice 
recreation area at Pearl Harbor. I used to play tennis. And then on 
liberty, it was...I really don’t know how to describe it. It was pleasant. 
It was...like we’ve been to Hawaii several times since, and it was 
kind’ve like being on vacation...when you got a shore. It was a tropical 
vacation. 

(10:24) 

CD: Do you remember what you were doing they day, or night of 
December 6? Let’s hold for the plane. 


WE: Well we used to have movies on deck, in the evening. Probably 
watching the movie. 

(Crew holds for plane until 11:52) 

CD: So we were talking about December 6, the night before the 
attack. 


WE: Well we were... could say we were...even if it rained a little bit I 
didn’t really leave the movies until it started raining hard. So that’s 
probably what we were doing Saturday night. 

(12:26) 

CD: Could you walk us through your day on the 7", what you saw, 
what happened? 


WE: Yeah...well first we heard the alarm. And...we got torpedoed first, 
one of the first. And of course everybody went to their battle stations. 
You close all the watertight doors, and you don’t open ‘em. And there 
were about, oh, in the compartment that I was, we had a phone. And 
we had men in the magazines down below sending ammunition to us, 
and we would transfer it to the next compartment, and they would 
send it up. And like I say we had phones so we knew the ship was 
underway. And we knew that we pulled away, you know that we 
started out...intending to go to sea. And as soon as we pulled away 
from the keys they... bombs started falling. And we got several bombs 
that knocked our phones out. So the last we knew we were headed out 
to sea. And no phones after that, no way to communicate with 
anybody. So in the mean...we didn’t know, we just sit and wait. We 
didn’t know that they’d run the ship aground. (14:26) And that was 
one reason for that, was to keep it...they had ships capsize that had 
got partly flooded, damaged...and lost their balance. When they came 
down and got us it was about one o’clock in the afternoon, and the 
water was up about there (motion is off-camera). They’d flooded the 
Magazines, we got the guys up out of the magazines, and everybody 
was up in our compartment. And like I say the water was getting up 
pretty near chest high when they come and got us out. (15:11) And 
that’s when we found out we were...had been run aground. They tried 
for a couple of months to patch the hole - they couldn’t make it work, 


(15:38) 
CD: So you were down at your station when you got torpedoed? 


WE: No, well we got torpedoed right first thing. The torpedo planes 
come in first, so all the battleships got torpedoed. 

(More planes until 16:50) 

CD: So, when do you first become aware of the attack? How do you 
know that things are not normal that morning? 


WE: It comes over the speaker system. There is a gong system - an 
alarm system for general quarters, and then it comes out over the 
speaker system too. And the torpedo caused a little shakeup on the 
ship. They...you head for your battle stations as soon as you hear 
either the gong system or the loud speakers. 


CD: What was said over the loud speaker that morning? 

(17:46) 

WEF: I can’t remember the exact words, but it would’ve been battle 
stations. I...1 don’t know whether, what the exact wording was, but 
generally when they call you in general quarters, it’s “general 
quarters, man your battle stations.” My battle station was down on 
the third deck; it was in ammunition supply. We sent up shells for the 
guns up on deck. And, I don’t know what else to 

(18:50) 

CD: Describe the feeling when the torpedo hit the ship. 


WE: I...we, at the time, we really didn’t know what happened. We got 
the alarm to go to battle stations. And we didn’t really know what 
happened until later. 

(19:38) 

CD: Did the entire ship shudder? Was there...did you hear it, did you 
feel it? 


WE: Felt it, yes. But...we felt a few others when the bombs hit. It 
damaged the ship pretty well. 

(20:00) 

CD: You were at your battle station for the bulk of the day. 


WE: Till they come down and got us out. So that would’ve been eight 
o’clock till one. Course we weren’t doing anything for the last few 
hours, just sitting and waiting 


CD: What type of ammunition were you hauling up to the top decks? 
(20:30) 


WE: Oh...anti-aircraft. The ship, of course when they flooded it then it 
lost power. We had a couple of tugs along side that were furnishing 
power for the guns. And...well the tugs furnished all the power that 
was used on the ship. Course when it’s flooded up to the main deck 
there’s not much going on except for the main deck. 

(21:30) 

CD: We heard a plane there, if we could go back and talk about how 
you got electricity. 


WE: Oh we had two tugs along side the ship to furnish electric power 
to the guns, and they furnished...they got one...it was big, they call 
‘em coppers, but they’re great big vat, tub, thing they used to cook in. 
They got steam for one of those and they did some cooking after that. 
But thee...none of the...all the engineering spaces in the ship were 
flooded. So there was nothing they could provide from the ship, it was 
all from the tugs. 


CD: Could you describe, you were down at your battle station for the 
entire attack on deck three, could you describe what you heard and 
what was going through your mind when you were there? 


CD: That must’ve been pretty nerve wracking day for you. 


CD: Once the ship was grounded, what happened to you after that? 
Where did you go? 


(25:53) 
CD: What were you doing back on board when you’d go back to work 
there? What was your role? 


WE: No real purpose. We were there to haul ammunition to the guns. 
There wasn’t much else you could do. I don’t...that’s about all I could 
remember that we...They found some jobs for some of us around the 
yard there. That was the... 

(26:48) 

CD: When you came up topside that afternoon of the 7", could you 
describe for us what you saw? 


WF: Well, there was ammunition stacked up on deck. And then here 
we're got a cane field right alongside the ship. (Crew member drops 
something). And it was still nervous, cause for days afterwards we 
still had the air raid alerts. Everybody run to the guns, and run to the 
ammunition. 


CD: Did you see the harbor at all? Could you see Ford Island? 


CD: Could you describe the scene on battleship row? 


WE: We couldn’t see it from there. Well the Oklahoma was on it’s side. 
The Arizona was down of course. I don’t remember much else, 
because where we were we were out on a channel out to the see, 
where the memorial is now. 


END OF TAPE 
Interview continues on next tape 


